
Communication Meeting

January 10, 2008



Agenda
·Welcome and Introductions

·Purpose of meeting

·EWM current status

·Treatment options ɀcost, benefits, risks

·Harvesting

·Herbicides

·CLHA member discussion

·Summary



Guests
·Chip Welling - EMW Coordinator, MN Department of 

Natural Resources

·Steve McComas - Scientist, Blue Water Science

·Dick Osgood - President and Certified Lake Manager, 
North American Lake Management Society (NALMS);  
Executive Director, Lake Minnetonka Association

·Tom Snook - Lake Restoration



Meeting Purpose
·Present and answer questions about the science and 

evidence available on milfoil problems and treatments

·Get a sense of the residents as to feedback on the 
treatment options

·Provide feedback:

·To the Board considering 2008 milfoil control plan

·To the DNR as part of permitting process



Lake Goals
1) Restore the lake condition as closely as possible to its 

natural chemical make-up, and promote a diverse 
native plant and animal community

2) %ÄÕÃÁÔÅ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÁËÅȭÓ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÙ ÁÎÄ ÌÁËÅ 
management techniques

3) Encourage a monitoring program to help evaluate 
the lake over time



Water Quality
Minnehaha Creek Watershed Dist.
Measure North Central 

Hardwood Forests
Christmas Lake

Total Phosphorus 23 ɀ50 ppb 13 ppb

Chlorophyll 5 - 22 ppb 3.0 ppb

SecchiDisk 4.9ɀ10.5 feet 17.7 feet



Water Quality
Metropolitan Council



Current EWM Situation
·EWM harvesting
·Twice per summer

·~$20,000 paid by CLHA

·$12-15,000 paid by residents

·Unhappy and vocal residents
·EWM still expanding

·Cuttings appearing on lakeshore

·10 residents who refuse to pay dues

·Asking for additional options for EWM control to be 
considered



Lake Health
Aquatic plants in lakes and wetlands are beginning to be 
recognized as important ecosystem features in need of 
protection. As a result of this greater appreciation for aquatic 
plants in wetland and lake environments, aquatic plant 
surveys and assessments are becoming part of routine 
monitoring efforts conducted by consultants, citizen groups, 
and state and local agencies. Aquatic plant diversity and 
abundance are important indicators of lake or wetland 
health, but accurate maps and data are difficult to acquire. 
Because ground-based mapping requires much time and 
human resources, only a small fraction of this large resource 
has been mapped by natural resource agencies.

Source: University of Minnesota



Christmas Lake EWM Issues
·Eurasian milfoil (EWM)

·Obstacle to boating, recreation (nuisance)

· Controlled through twice annual harvesting

·Ecological damage (crowding out native plants)

·Getting worse as EWM crowds out native plants




